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ON THE 

TEACHING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 



The Society of Friends have always maintained, 
that the Holy Scriptures were given by inspiration 
of God; and, believing them to convey to man a 
declaration of the dealings of God with his people in 
past ages — of his statutes, judgments, and mercy, 
and above all, as containing the message of the 
covenant of grace and peace through Jesus Christ ; 
they have always taught, that these writings are to 
be reverently received, diligently read, and their 
commands faithfully obeyed. 

In full accordance with these writings they have 
ever believed — that there is one God and Father of 
all, of whom are all things — that there is one Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom all things were made, who 
was glorified with the Father before the world was, 
who is God over all, blessed for ever, — and that there 
is one Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father and 
the Son ; the leader, sanctifier, and comforter of his 
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people ; an3 that these three are one God. And, 
though shunning some scholastic terms, they have 
ever held, -without any mystification, the real man- 
hood as -well as the deity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; that the word -which -was in the begin- 
ning with God, and was God, was made flesh and 
dwelt amongst us ; that he was the Messiah of whom 
the Old Testament, from Genesis to Malachi, so 
largely speaks, and whose offices in the church were 
prefigured in various types under the Mosaic cove- 
nant 

They believe that man, as he stands in the fall, is 
separated, alienated in his nature, from God ; that 
we have all sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God, and are therefore exposed to divine wrath ; and 
that it is solely through the mercy of God in Jesus 
Christ, that we are again brought into reconciliation 
with Him, receiving the remission of our sins through 
the one propitiatory offering of the lamb of God, and 
sanctification of heart, through the influences of the 
Holy Spirit 

The early Friends frequently declared, that they 
believed in no natural principle or power in man to 
discover divine truth, so as to enable him to turn 
effectually to God; but they did not hesitate to 
declare their experimental conviction, that by the 
immediate power of his Spirit they were convinced 
of sin ; led to deep repentance for sin ; to trust alone 
to the free mercy of God in Jesus Christ for the for- 
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giveness of their sins; and to experience the purifi- 
cation of their hearts by the baptism of his Spirit. 

It was in reference to this great practical work 
that they urged so earnestly the doctrine of spiritual 
influence. They appealed to men, whether they 
did not know the convictions for sin in their own 
hearts, and besought them to attend to them as the 
monitions of the Holy Spirit calling them unto Christ, 
that they might become partakers of the covenant of 
his grace, and know through Him true union and 
peace with God. 

They esteemed it no derogation to the character 
of Holy Scripture, but that it was in the strictest 
accordance with its scope and letter, to maintain tjhat 
some measure of the light of the Spirit of God has 
been immediately granted to man ever since his fall, 
for the purpose of his restoration, and as the spring 
and principle of all true knowledge and holiness ; 
and that a larger measure of this grace — a fuller 
communication between God and his people, was 
the peculiar feature and privilege of the christian 
covenant. 

Neither did they imagine that they withdrew one 
iota from the character of our blessed Lord, as having 
been the sacrifice for our sins on the cross, and as 
still ever living at the right hand of the Father, as 
our high-priest and intercessor, when they asserted, 
as they believed, on the full authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture, that, as the 'true light which lighteth every 
2 
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man that cometh into the world/ 1 Christ had been 
spiritually present with mankind in every age ; that 
with him in an especial manner, the righteous 
patriarchs walked; that he followed and instructed 
the children of Israel ; and that he is still present 
with the objects of his redeeming love, calling them 
by his grace, and, when converted to Him, dwelling 
with them as their Bishop, Teacher, and King. 

When the apostle John declares, that Christ 'was 
the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world,' we apprehend that he speaks not 
only with reference to that light which shone forth 
in himself when personally on earth, but also of his 
enlightening grace bestowed in measure upon til 
men, as the objects of his redeeming love in every 
age. 

When our Lord, after his ascension, in the revela- 
tion which he made to his servant John, declared, 
•Behold, I stand at the door and knock ; if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me;* we 
apprehend that he spoke of those gracious visitations 
which, by his Spirit, he makes to the souls of men, 
in their unregenerate state, to call them to repen- 
tance ; and of that union with him which takes place 
in, and is the unspeakable privilege of, the renewed 
soul. This privilege is spoken of, on another occa- 
sion, by our Lord, where he says, 'If a man love me, 

> John, i. 9. •Rffr.iii.lQ. 
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he will keep my words : and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him ;' l and again to his disciples, shortly 
before his ascension, 'Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.' * This spiritual 
intercourse, the Society of Friends do believe to be 
sensible and immediate, both as it regards the first 
enlightenment of the soul, its spiritual discipline, and' 
its fuller and more constant realization of the divine 
presence. And when our Saviour said, for the en- 
couragement of his disciples, 'Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them,' 8 we believe he spoke of his imme- 
diate spiritual presence in the midst of his church, 
that is, not of a mere outward association of profes- 
sors, but of the few or the many living spiritual dis- 
ciples, in every place, under every name, and in 
every age. 

In accordance with these declarations of our Lord, 
are numerous passages in the epistolary writings of 
the New Testament. When the apostle Paul says, 
'Now, if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his:' 4 and, 'Know ye not your ownselves, 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates?' 5 and, when he says, 'If Christ be in you, the 
body is dead because of (as regards) sin; but the 
Spirit is life because of (as regards) righteousness; 

1 John. xir. 23. *Matt. xviii. 20. *2 Cor* xiii. 5. 

* Matt xxviii. 20. 4 Rom. viii. 9. 
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but if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jeeua from At 
dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by hk 
Spirit that dwelleth in you;' 1 and when in writing 
to the Colossian believers, he uses these words, 
'Christ in you the hope of glory/ we apprehend that 
he speaks of the presence of Christ by his Spirit, 
granted fen: the purpose of drawing the soul to God, 
and keeping it in true union with him. We do not 
confound together the striving and convicting re- 
proofs of the Holy Spirit in the soul, with that' which 
may more especially be called his indwelling pre- 
sence ; — but we conceive that we have apostolic au- 
thority for exhorting our young persons, and others, 
to mind the convictions of the Spirit of Christ in 
them ; and, upon the authority of the preceding as 
well as of various other passages of Holy Scripture, 
we apprehend that we are justified in holding, as we 
do, the doctrine of the continued presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with his people, and of the spiri- 
tual appropriation of all the benefits of his coming, 
death, resurrection, and ascension, and of the parti- 
cipation, in the soul by living faith, of his body and 
blood. 

It was this spiritual appropriation, this inward 
knowledge of Christ in all his gracious offices ; not 
in opposition to the outward knowledge, but certainly 
in opposition to the retting in the outward know- 

> Rom. viii.10,11. 
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ledge, which the early Friends pressed so earnestly. 
Strongly and frequently did they assert, that their 
reference to the spiritual presence of Christ in the 
heart was not subversive of a simple unsophisticated 
belief in all that is revealed in the Old and New 
Testament, relative to the character and offices of 
our blessed Saviour. It was indeed, to Him, not in 
part, but in whole, that they called men ; and, whilst 
insisting on the actual necessity of a change of heart 
for acceptance with God, they undoubtedly believed 
that it was only through his mercy in Christ as the 
Redeemer of men, by the offering of his body on the 
cross, that they received the remission of their sins ; 
and that it was alone to the power of that Holy 
Spirit which he had purchased for them by his 
blood, that they attributed their ability to do any 
good work. Christ being thus the author and finisher 
of their faith, and their only hope of eternal life. 

We apprehend, that whatever were the spiritual 
privileges possessed by the Jew, or symbolized in 
the economy of the Mosaic law, they are in the full 
possession of the Christian church. The sacrifices 
under the law set forth that one propitiation, which, 
being applied by living faith to the burthened con- 
science, gives the remission of sins ; and the Divine 
Presence within the innermost vail, (from which the 
high-priest received the special commands for the 
government of the people,) is now, we reverently 
believe, in the midst of his church, ready to direct 
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and guide it by his secret counsels, and to govern in 
the hearts of those who truly wait on Him. 

The prophecy of Jeremiah, in regard to the new 
covenant which was to supersede that of the law, 
appears to us strongly to support our views of the 
privileges of the Gospel day. 'This is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts : and I will be 
to them a God, and they shall be to me a people : 
and they shall not teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord, 
for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest' * 

When our blessed Lord said, ( he that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water,' 1 the apostle who records 
the words says, 'but this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should receive ;'* 
signifying, we apprehend, that the supply of their 
spiritual wants should be always at hand, and thai 
the benefits of this supply should be diffused around 
them. When our Lord declared that it was expe- 
dient for his disciples that he should go away ; for 
that if he went not away the Comforter would not 
come unto them ; and when he spoke of the offices 
of that Comforter, the Society of Friends believe that 
he spoke of privileges which were designed for all, 

' Heb. fiii. 10, 11. ' Jobs, Til 58. • Joha, vii. 39. 
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according to their respective needs, who should 
believe upon his name to the end of time. 

We acknowledge that we do materially differ 
from those who assert that several of the divine pro- 
mises, which we have just referred to, belong only 
to the apostles, and that we derive the benefit of 
them only through their communication; and we 
think that the stream of apostolic testimony is in our 
favour, to the extent in which we understand the 
doctrine of immediate revelation. When the apostle 
declares 'that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost,' * when he declares that the 
'Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God,'* we apprehend that he 
sets forth the need of immediate spiritual teaching, 
for the saving knowledge of Christ, and for becoming 
sons of God. 

And when he says, 'the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh,' 8 and when 
he exhorts, 'walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lusts of the flesh,' 4 believing that these lusts are 
still those bonds and barriers which keep us from 
the peaceful knowledge of God, and that the strivings 
of the Spirit are to be known, as well as the strivings 
of the flesh; Friends think they have apostolical au- 
thority for their so frequently urging the seeking of 
the Spirit, the minding of the Spirit, and the walking 
in the Spirit, that we may be kept from the evils of 

1 1 Cor. xii. 3. * Rom. yiU. 16. * Gal. t. 17. * Gal. v. 16. 
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the world, and be made subject to the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. And in accordance, as 
they apprehend, with the scope of the preceding pas- 
sages, and of the New Testament dispensation, and 
whilst fully accepting the authority of the whole re- 
vealed will of God, they have spoken of the spiritual 
law as constituting the law and the liberty of the true 
Christian ; and, as the natural law in us may. fairly 
be called a principle, being the very element from 
which evil action springs, so have we spoken of the 
renewing grace of the Holy Spirit, as a divine prin- 
ciple in man but not of man, which is the very ele- 
ment of all true holiness, and which, if allowed free 
course, would prove itself to be like that 'grain of 
mustard-seed,' spoken of in our Lord's parable, which 
'a man took and cast into his garden, and it grew 
and waxed a great tree.' 

When the apostle declares that the things of God 
are only known by the Spirit of God, and (address- 
ing the Corinthians) says, 'Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 
God ; that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God,' — 'But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned/ 1 we think 
that he speaks of those immediate perceptions which 
the spiritually-minded man alone has of divine 

1 1 Cor. ii. 12, 14. 
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things, eVen of those which axe externally revealed: 
and hence it is that the early Friends spoke so much 
of spiritual sight, spiritual hearing, spiritual tastes, as 
being essential to the right understanding of the 
great truths of Holy Writ. 

When the apostle John, writing to the church at 
large, and speaking of those who seduced them, 
says, 'But the anointing which ye have received of 
him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man 
teach you ; but as the same anointing teacheth you 
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie :' * and where 
the apostle Paul writes so particularly respecting 
spiritual gifts to the church at Corinth, we think the 
position is clearly established, that immediate spiri- 
tual gifts were not confined to the apostles ; and we 
can find no scriptural authority which warrants us 
in denying, that immediate spiritual calls and quali- 
fications for services in the church are still to be 
expected; but, on the contrary, we believe the* 
assertion that they are the existing privilege of the 
church, is in strict accordance with the letter, and 
in the fullest harmony with the whole scope and 
spirit of the New Testament. 

Here, then, may be briefly enumerated the chief 
features of this fundamental Christian doctrine as 
held by the Society of Friends ; set forth, as they 
apprehend it to be, in the preceding and in many 
other passages of Holy Scripture. 

> 1 John, ii. 27. 
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Christ, proclaimed by himself, and promulgated by 
those men whom he so largely and specially endued 
for their work with the Spirit from on high. 



THE END. 



